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Social Responsibility

Social Responsibility

1.  I can be part of a group, and what I do a••ects•others.
2.  I will actively choose to help my family and others.

Purpose

Skill Emphasis

Resources Included

Integration

Materials Needed

Critical Thinking:
 I can ask myself and others good questions to help me make right 

choices.
A••ects :  causes change in someone’s 

actions, words, or thoughts.
Unique :  one of a kind; important; 

special in some way.
Social•Responsibility :  the duty to 

make choices•and take actions that 
will help others.

Critical•Thinking :  using careful 
thinking to make a good decision 
or choice.

Activity

Vocabulary

Learning Link with Parents

To provide an opportunity for the student to interact with parents 
while reinforcing character education concepts.

Preparation•Time   5-10 minutes
Teaching•Time   10-15 minutes

Language Arts/Social Studies/Art

• none

Lesson Supplement:  Practice Situations (pg. 366)
Parent Le• er (pg. 36•)
Journal Page (pg. 369) [Blackline pg. 39]

PREPARATION:  make enough 
copies of the Parent Letter and 
Journal Page for every child.  Be 
sure to write a return date on the 
line provided in the Parent Letter 
before making copies.

1.  Teach the students:
Sometimes w hen we w ork 
in a group,  we will  get into 
a difficult situation .  This 
happens because we are all 
unique•so we don’t all  think 
the same way.  When we get 
into a di•  cult situation , we 
can deal with it by using Criti-
cal•Thinking.

2.  Exp lain  Critical Thinking to the 
students:
Critical•Thinking means using 
careful thin king to make a 
good decision or choice.  There 
are some questions we can 

ask ourselves that w ill  help 
us use Criti cal•Thinking and 
make good choices•about our 
Social• Responsibility.  These 
questions include:
-What is the problem?
-What can I do?
-How w ill  what I do a• ect 
others?
-How w ill  what I do a• ect 
me?
-What should I do?

3.  Read the Practice Situations to 
the students and have them use 
the questions to practice Critical 
Thinking.

4.  Hand out a Parent Letter to each 
child.  Read the letter to the children 
so they understand the homework 
assignment.

5.  Discu ss and display the Paper 
Doll families as they are returned.  

6.  After  the Doll families have been 
returned to school and displayed, 
have the students complete the 
Journal Page.  Read the journal 
prompt to the students and tell 
them:
Draw a picture to complete 
the sentence, and then use 
the writing  lines to • nish the 
•ournal prompt by w ritin g 
about what you dre w.  

 Some students may need help 
writing about their pictures.  (See 
instructions for Journal Pages on 
page x.)

Option :  when most of the Dolls 
have been returned, allow time for 
any students who wish to share 
any experiences they had while 
working on this activity;  especially 
emphasize their cooperation with 
family members.
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Practice Situations
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Lesson Supplement

1.  While your class is working on an art project, a friend asks to 
borrow your purple crayon.  The crayons belong to you.  You want to 
use if • rst.  You don•t want to let your friend use it at all .

•  What questions should you ask yourself before you decide what 
to do?  (What is the problem?  How will this a• e•t others?  How will it 
a• e•t me?  What should I do?)

•  What is the problem?   (You don’t want to share your •rayons.)
•  How will what you do a••ect•others?  (If you don’t share your 
•rayon, your friend won’t be able to • nish his pro•e•t with the •olors he 
wants to use.)

•  How will what you do a••ect•you?  (You will get to use your •rayon 
• rst, but you will probably feel bad that you didn’t share.)

•  What should you do?   (Share your •rayon and ask your friend to 
return it ri ght away when he • nishes.)

2.  You are playing with your toys on the kitchen • oor as your • other 
hurries to clean the kitchen.  You really like these toys and you 
have the whole • oor covered with the• .  Your • other says, “Put all 
your toys away now.  Co• pany is co• ing for dinner .”   You thin k to 
yourself, “N o way!  I just got the•  all out !”

•  What questions should you ask yourself before you decide what 
you decide to do?  (What is the problem?  How will this a• e•t others?  
How will it a• e•t me?  What should I do?)

•  What is the problem?   (Your mom told you to put away your toys, 
but you don’t want to.)

•  How will what you do a••ect•others?  (If you don’t put away your 
toys, your mom will be upset.)

•  How will what you do a••ect•you?  (You will get to keep playing, 
but you will get in trouble and there may be •onsequen•es that you don’t 
li ke.)

•  What should you do?   (Qui•kly put away your toys and play with 
them a• er the •ompany is gone.)

Learning Link with Parents
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Social Responsibility

Parent Letter

Dear Parent or Caregiver,
My class has been talking about Social Responsibility at school.  I have learned that 

I belong to a group and that I can work with others, especially when I ask myself 
good questions that help me make right choices.  I have also learned that what I do 
a• ects others.

My teacher read a story about a bundle of sticks.  The children in the story learned 
that it was easier to break a single stick than a bundle of sticks.  The bundle is 
compared to belonging to a group.  My class talked about the responsibilities we have 
to help and care for others.  We also made a class chain of paper people and practiced 
working together.

I brought home a Paper Doll pa• ern to use to make Paper Dolls of our family.   Please 
help me make as many Dolls as we have people in our family.   Each Doll w ill re present 
a family member.  I can tape them together in the order of our family - from the oldest 
member to the youngest.  Each family member may decorate his/her own Doll or I can 
do it all by myself.  I will need your help to write on the back of each Doll about the 
good ways that each family member a• ects and helps our family.  My teacher asked 
me to bring my Paper Doll family back by ____________________.

Thank you for helping me.
Love,

Directions
1.  Cut the pa• ern along the solid lines.
2.  Line up the pa• ern with the edge of a piece of 

paper and trace around it, as shown in • gure 
one.

• .  Fold the paper back and forth in a fan pa• ern, 
as in • gure two, being careful to make each 
fold the same width as the Paper Doll pa• ern.

4.  While the paper is folded, cut along the line 
you traced around the Doll as in • gure three.

5.  Repeat until there are enough Dolls to repre-
sent each member of your family.

Figure 1

Figure 2
Figure •
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Name

Social Responsibility

Concept:  Social Responsibility
I can be part of a group, and what I do a••ects•
others.

I will actively choose to help my family and 
others.

Skill:  Critical Thinking
I can ask myself and others good questions 
to help me make right choices.

I worked together with my family when we

Learning Link with Parents


